Mobster Raimondi Claims to have poisoned Pope John Paul | October 19, 2019 Page 1 of 13

POPE JOHN PAUL 1 YOUTUBE VIDEO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DR6uMG6fK5B0

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7591789/Mobster-claimed-helped-POISON-Pope-John-Paul-
cyanide-stock-fraud-scam.html

Mobster claims he helped POISON Pope John Paul |
with cyanide and threatened to kill Pope John Paul I
because they both tried to expose a billion dollar
stock fraud scam involving cardinals and gangsters
in Vatican City

Anthony Raimondi, 68, claims he helped kill John Paul | in 1978 because the pope threatened to expose a
billion dollar stock fraud scam

The scam took place at the Vatican bank, where criminal cardinals and mobsters allegedly sold fake stock
certificates to American companies like Coca-Cola

Raimondi was recruited by his cousin Paul Marcinkus to help silence the Pope before he exposed the illegal
dealings

Raimondi reportedly stood watch as his cousin drugged the John Paul's tea with Valium and force fed the
sleeping pope cyanide

Mobsters and cardinals also threatened to kill John Paul Il for the same reason, but let him live after agreeing
to keep the scam a secret

The revelations are in Raimondi's new book ‘When the Bullet Hits the Bone'
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A mobster from the Colombo mafia family claims he helped poison Pope John Paul | with cyanide 33 days into his reign to stop
the pontiff from exposing a billion dollar stock fraud scam.
The startling revelation comes from 69-year-old Anthony Raimondi's new novel 'When the Bullet Hits the Bone.'

Raimondi was a loyal member of the Colombo family - one of the notorious five Italian mafia families in New York City.

The Colombo family dealt in a host of criminal enterprises, including racketeering, contract killing, arms trafficking and
loansharking.

The scene begins in 1978 when Raimondi, the nephew of infamous godfather Charles 'Lucky' Luciano, was recruited by his
cousin Paul Marcinkus, who ran the Vatican bank in Vatican City.

The Vatican bank, formally known as The Institute for Works of Religion, is one of the most secretive financial establishments in
the world.

The New York Post reports that Raimondi's job was to learn the Pope's daily habits and be there when Marcinkus spiked John
Paul's nightly cup of tea with Valium.

Raimondi notes that the Valium worked so well that the Pope wouldn't have woken up 'even if there had been an earthquake.'

He said: 'l stood in the hallway outside the Pope’s quarters when the tea was served.'
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According to Raimondi, John Paul | (middle) threatened to expose a billion dollar stock fraud scam involving cardinals at the Vatican
bank and mobsters

'I'd done a lot of things in my time, but | didn’t want to be there in the room when they killed the Pope. | knew that would buy me
a one-way ticket to hell.'

Meanwhile, Marcinkus prepared a dose of cyanide for the Pope.

'He measured it in the dropper, put the dropper in the Pope’s mouth and squeezed. When it was done, he closed the door
behind him and walked away,' Raimondi said.
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Cardinal Paul Marcinkus (pictured) was involved in the Vatican bank and allegedly drugged the pope with Valium before killing John
Paul

Shortly after, a papal assistant reportedly checked on the Pope and screamed that 'the Pope was dying!'

At which point, Marcinkus and two other cardinals rushed into the bedroom and pretended to be horrified by what they saw.
Raimondi was asked by Marcinkus and others involved to testify before God that the Pope hadn't suffered.

'"They said when we die | would be their witness,' he said.

A Vatican doctor would rule that John Paul suffered a heart attack, none the wiser to any alleged foul play.

The elaborate hit came to be because John Paul | allegedly threatened to expose an international fraud scam run by Vatican
insiders.
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Raimondi said he waited outside the John Paul's room while Marcinkus (pictured) force fed the Pope with cyanide - killing him 33 days
into his reign

The fraud included a forgery expert at the Vatican who lied about the church's actual holdings in American companies like IBM,
Sunoco and Coca-Cola.

Then, mobsters would allegedly sell phony stock certificates to innocent buyers.
If John Paul revealed the scheme, 'half the cardinals and bishops in the Vatican' would be out of the job.
'"They would have been thrown out and subject to the laws of the US and Italy," Raimondi said to the Post.

'"They would have gone to jail.'
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Raimondi said if the Pope had kept his mouth shut, 'he could have had a nice long reign.'

@ Bettmann Archive

A Vatican doctor determined John Paul | (pictured) died of a heart attack and did not suspect foul play at the time

Next on the list was John Paul Il, who seemed set on exposing the inside job as well.

Raimondi, a made man, was called back to the Vatican and told to prepare for a second murder at the behest of the fraudsters.
He reportedly told them: ‘No way. What are you going to do? Just keep killing popes?’

Knowing he risked being killed by the mobsters, John Paul Il allegedly chose to keep quiet about the illegal dealings.

John Paul Il would go on to serve the second longest reign in modern history before he died at age 84 in 2005.

This apparently prompted days of drunken partying for the mobsters and corrupt cardinals in Vatican City.

Pictured: Cardinals and the faithful mourn the death of John Paul | at his funeral (pictured) in 1978
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Raimondi said: 'We stayed and partied for a week with cardinals wearing civilian clothes, and lots of girls.'

'If I had to live the rest of my life in Vatican City, it would have been OK with me. It was some setup. My cousins all drove
Cadillacs. | am in the wrong business, | thought. | should have become a cardinal.’

Raimondi dismisses those who question his story or say it closely resembles 'The Godfather Il1.'
"It was a terrible movie. To tell you the truth | don’t really remember it,' Raimondi told The Post.

‘What | said in the book | stand by till the day | die. If they take [the pope’s body] and do any type of testing, they will still find
traces of the poison in his system.’

Raimondi, nicknamed 'Pluto’, has left the mob life behind him and is now battling cancer.

é

" (Charles Tuciano, FBI 6292

Raimondi, who began his life as a mobster, was the nephew of infamous godfather Charles 'Lucky’ Luciano(pictured)

He forayed into the life of crime after he was sparred from life in prison for a murder he committed as a teen in Brooklyn and
joined the Army.

He was reportedly recruited as a sniper during the Viethnam War, where his job was to assassinate North Viethamese fighters.
He returned to America with a clean slate and chose to become a mobster.
Jewish mobster Meyer Lansky had a strong influence on Raimondi's methods.

'[Lansky] taught me so many different ways of shaking down a guy. He also taught me so many ways to kill a guy, because
Meyer was deadly. Don'’t let nobody fool you: Meyer killed a lot of men in his time.'

Still living in Brooklyn, Raimondi implied he's past that portion of his life.
'l don’t need this s*** any more.'

'All the old guys either went to prison or they died or went into witness protection. The new guys didn’t do things the old way. |
said, "you know what, time to leave".'

Read more:

Mob nephew claims: | helped whack Pope John Paul |
Share or comment on this article:

Mobster claimed he helped POISON Pope John Paul | with cyanide over a stock fraud scam

NEW YORK POST https://nypost.com/2019/10/19/meet-the-mobster-who-claims-he-helped-whack-
pope-john-paul-i-over-stock-fraud/
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Meet the mobster who claims he helped whack Pope John Paul | over

stock fraud
By Brad Hamilton

October 19, 2019 | 12:08pm | usdated

Colombo gangster Anthony Raimondi (left) claims he was present in 1978
when fellow conspirators killed Pope John Paul | (above) with cyanide --
because the pontiff threatened to expose a stock fraud by Vatican bank
insiders -- in the new book "When the Bullet Hits the Bone."

He helped kill the pope — so his pals could stay out of hell.

That’s the shocking claim from longtime Colombo gangster Anthony
Raimondi, who says that, in 1978, he went to Italy with a team of hit men who
whacked John Paul I. They allegedly poisoned him with cyanide just 33 days
into the pontiff's reign, according to Raimondi’s new book, “When the Bullet
Hits the Bone,” out now from Page Publishing.

Raimondi, the nephew of legendary godfather Lucky Luciano, claims he was
recruited for the murder at the age of 28 by his cardinal cousin, Paul
Marcinkus, who ran the Vatican bank. Raimondi’s job was to learn the pope’s
habits and be on hand to observe as Marcinkus knocked out John Paul by
spiking his nightly cup of tea with Valium.

‘I stood in the hallway outside the pope’s quarters when the tea was served,”
he writes, adding that the drug did its job so well that their victim wouldn’t
have stirred “even if there had been an earthquake,” he recounts. “I'd done a
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lot of things in my time, but | didn’t want to be there in the room when they
killed the pope. | knew that would buy me a one-way ticket to hell.”

Instead, he stood outside the room as his cousin readied a dose of cyanide,
he claims. “He measured it in the dropper, put the dropper in the pope’s
mouth and squeezed,” Raimondi writes. “When it was done, he closed the
door behind him and walked away.”

After the snoozing pontiff was force-fed the poison, a papal assistant checked
on him, then cried out that “the pope was dying” — after which Marcinkus and
two other cardinals in on the plot “rushed into the bedroom like it was a big
surprise,” Raimondi writes. A Vatican doctor was summoned, who ruled that
John Paul | had suffered a fatal heart attack, he writes.

They used Valium and the deadly toxin so as to kill the pope painlessly — and
to curry favor in the afterlife, Raimondi claims. To prove John Paul | didn'’t
suffer, Marcinkus and cohorts Pietro Palazzini and Antonio Ribeiro, also his
cousins, needed Raimondi to testify on their behalf before God, he claims.
“They said when we die | would be their witness,” Raimondi, now 69, told The

®

Post.

Pope John Paul |

They targeted the pope because he had threatened to expose a massive
stock fraud run by Vatican insiders, according to the book.

The billion-dollar scam involved a forgery expert at the Vatican who faked the
church’s holdings in blue-chip American companies such as IBM, Sunoco and
Coca-Cola. Mobsters then allegedly sold the phony stock certificates to
unsuspecting buyers.
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John Paul | had vowed to defrock the perpetrators, which included Marcinkus
and about “half the cardinals and bishops in the Vatican,” Raimondi told The
Post. “They would have been thrown out and subject to the laws of the US
and Italy,” he said. “They would have gone to jail.”

Had John Paul | “kept his mouth shut,” Raimondi writes, “he could have had a
nice long reign.”

The body was barely cold when a new plan was conceived to kill his
successor, John Paul Il, who appeared poised to take action against the
scammers as well, Raimondi writes. So the made mob man was summoned
back to the Vatican and told to prepare for a second murder.

“‘This guy’s gotta go, too,’ they said. ‘No way,’ | said. ‘What are you going to
do? Just keep killing popes?’”

Ultimately, John Paul Il decided not to act because he knew he too would die,
Raimondi told The Post, then went on to become the second-longest-serving
pontiff in modern history, until his death at 84 in 2005.

His change of heart also prompted a booze-fueled celebration among crooked
cardinals and mobsters in Vatican City, according to Raimondi.

“We stayed and partied for a week with cardinals wearing civilian clothes, and
lots of girls,” he writes. “If | had to live the rest of my life in Vatican City, it
would have been OK with me. It was some setup. My cousins all drove
Cadillacs. | am in the wrong business, | thought. | should have become a
cardinal.”

Those who dismiss his claims, or point to the fact his story resembles the plot
from “The Godfather Ill,” Raimondi shrugs. “It was a terrible movie. To tell you
the truth | don’t really remember it. What | said in the book | stand by till the
day | die. If they take [the pope’s body] and do any type of testing, they will
still find traces of the poison in his system.”
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Enlarge Image — Anthony Raimondi is the
nephew of legendary godfather Lucky Luciano.

Raimondi’s book is loaded with other over-the-top revelations, including
intimate details on the Lufthansa heist, one of the most notable rip-offs in mob
lore.

But his take differs from the movie “Goodfellas,” and the book “Wiseguy” on

which it was based, as both featured James “Jimmy the Gent” Burke, played
by Robert De Niro, and Ray Liotta’s Henry Hill as the brains behind the epic

theft.

Raimondi — a fixer and earner for the Colombos — claims Lufthansa’s real
mastermind was Jewish mobster Meyer Lansky, head of the Kosher Nostra
and a mentor of Raimondi’s, he claims. “| first brought him in on the plan
during a trip to his home in Miami,” he writes.

Another one of Raimondi’s cousins was friends with gangster Burke, who
allegedly got a tip about big money coming through JFK Airport.

But when the information circulated among the Lucchese hierarchy, the family
couldn’t “figure out how to put this deal together,” Raimondi writes, so he
convinced Lansky to come to New York and orchestrate the smash-and-grab
job.
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“Everything was so well planned,” he writes. “Meyer had set the time for
everything to happen. He had it mapped out so everybody had a precise job
they had to do.”

In the end, Raimondi claims, the gang got away with far more money than
previously believed: about $45 million, including cash, jewelry and $35 million
in bearer bonds that Lansky believed had been stolen before being shipped to
New York, says the book.

Raimondi hid the bonds at his father’s house, after which Meyer fenced them
at “85 cents on the dollar,” he writes, and the loot got spread around all five
organized-crime families at a social club in Brooklyn on Cortelyou Road.

“We were there for hours, counting the money and giving everybody their
end,” Raimondi writes. “The bosses came down from all the families
personally ... They were getting millions.”

Everyone was warned to keep low profiles and not make extravagant
purchases. But several didn't — and were systematically rubbed out,
Raimondi writes.
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ANTHONY S. LUCIANO RAIMONDI

. Michael Vecchione, a former top
prosecutor at the Brooklyn DA’s office who went after Colombo mobsters and
has written three books on crime-fighting, is dubious. “I do remember the
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name Raimondi coming up, but | never heard anything about Meyer Lansky
being involved in the Lufthansa heist,” he said. “But there’s no way to verify
what this guy is saying.”

As for the author, he claims he managed to avoid prosecution for years,
because he and his crew paid millions of dollars from his own loansharking
and clubs to Mayor Ed Koch, with Koch aide Bess Myerson acting as bag
lady.

“We had illegal casinos, shylock money, and Koch got a piece of everything
and we never had a problem with the law,” he writes. “I'd take the package for
Bess and bring it to [a friend’s] house, where she would come and collect it.
I'd put it in a regular canvas bag, and she would just put it in her briefcase.”

Raimondi, a hulking and fiercely loyal Colombo member nicknamed Pluto, has
a fascinating personal story as well, as he had regular contact with notable
gangland figures such as Carmine Galante, Allie Boy Persico and Joe
Colombo.

He alleges he dodged life in federal prison for a murder he committed as a
teen in Brooklyn after the Army recruited him to become a sniper during the
Vietnam Warr.

Enlarge Image Pope John

Paul Il

His job, Raimondi claims, was to drop in behind enemy lines in Cambodia and
assassinate North Viethnamese fighters, which he says he did ruthlessly.

He allegedly returned to the US with a clean record and threw himself into
mob business, benefitting from the help of Lansky, who, Raimondi writes,
“taught me so many different ways of shaking down a guy. He also taught me
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so many ways to Kill a guy, because Meyer was deadly. Don’t let nobody fool
you: Meyer killed a lot of men in his time.”

Raimondi, who is now fighting cancer and living in Brooklyn, said he decided
to quit the life and tell his story because “I don’t need this s—t any more.”

“All the old guys either went to prison or they died or went into witness
protection,” he told The Post.

“The new guys didn’t do things the old way. | said, you know what, time to
leave.”
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